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To be honest, I’m sitting in Michigan in a sweatshirt, watching the rain pour down. 

But that doesn’t mean I am oblivious to the weather you are having in New Mexico. While I 
am not suffering from the heat you are, I am suffering from the rather hefty bill I just 
received after having to repair my A/C in Albuquerque. 

So, all this has gotten me wondering. How hot is too hot to golf???? I know that 
some of my friends have a limit when it is too hot to walk when golfing, but that usually 
goes from April to October. 

I remember when it would hit 100 once or twice a summer in ABQ. We just 
stayed home. But we can’t stay home ALL summer. I worry about the physical toll of playing 
in the heat.  

I also worry about the numbers toll on tournaments. Santa Ana, Paradise Hills, 
Sandia and UNM all had very small turnouts for their club championships. The NM Women 
Seniors will be playing 2 days in Socorro in 100 degrees. Lisa has suggested that perhaps we 
should move our championship to later in the Fall. I for one agree but let us know what you 
think. In the meantime, drink plenty of water and wear a cold neck thingy. 
 
-Grace 
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Member Spotlight! 
This month’s Member Spotlight is Kathy Colley who also happens to be our Overall 

Low Gross Club Champion for 2026.  
When I asked her about how long she has been playing, how she got into the game 

and her favorite courses, this is what she had to say. 
“I began playing golf in the early 1990s while working in Cleveland, OH.  I was and 

still am a self-taught hacker, since no one in my family played (although my first set 
belonged to my Dad.  He got it from Mom for their 25th wedding anniversary, but he never 
used it).  I played most of my golf in scramble tournaments for business.  After moving to 
Rio Rancho in 1994 my husband and I joined Chamisa Hills Country Club as golf members.  I 
decided to try to get better at the game, and I was hooked. 

When the Rio Rancho course closed in 2016, I immediately drove to Santa Ana to join 
their women's group. Best decision ever!  The past 10 years here have given me 
tremendous friendships, great courses to play, Zen moments with the views and the quiet 
of the fairways. 

I’ve been fortunate to have won multiple club championships and the NM Senior 
State Women’s Championship in 2009.  The challenge of always trying to improve is why I 
love this game.  I’ve been able to play some of the nicest courses in the US, and playing the 
New South Wales course in Sydney, Australia was a dream come true. 

I still have a few bucket-list courses; fingers crossed I get to a few of them while I 
can still swing a club!  Even if I don’t play Bandon or Bay Hill there are still some in NM that 
I need to cross off my list. Guess a few road trips are in order!” 

Thank you, Kathy, for being our member spotlight of the Month. We are so glad you 
decided to join us a decade ago!  

We are randomly selecting our members for the monthly Member Highlight. If you 
are selected, you will receive an email from LadySAWGA with a handful of questions. Keep 
an eye on your inbox, you might be our next Member Spotlight!  
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Rules We Live By 
You are on the green, head down, concentrating on making your 10-foot putt to 

win. You make the perfect strike, and it is heading the right way. Suddenly it hits 
something living and dribbles off to the right.  

The match is over! Or is it? It depends on what your ball hit. If a bird landed on the 
green, or a rabbit was running from a coyote or a big ole snake slithered through you must 
go retrieve your ball and try again. However, if your ball hit an ant, a stinkbug or a half dead 
worm you need to congratulate your opponent and go drown your sorrows with a stiff 
drink.  

The USGA states: “If a player’s ball in motion played from the putting 
green accidentally hits the player or an outside influence defined as any person, animal, 
natural or artificial object, or artificially propelled air and water, the ball must normally be 
played as it lies. But if it is known or virtually certain that the ball in motion hits any of the 
following:  

 Any person other than the player or person attending the flagstick 
 A movable obstruction other than:  

o The club used to make the stroke  
o A ball marker  
o A ball at rest  
o A flag stick  
o An animal other than those defined as a loose impediment 

(such as an insect, worms, dead animals and animal waste) 
 

The player must replay the stroke by playing the original ball or another ball from the spot 
where that stroke was made. If the player replays the stroke, but does so from a wrong 
place, they get a two-stroke penalty. If the player doesn’t replay the stroke, they also get a 
two-stroke penalty and the stroke counts, but the player has not played from a wrong 
place.”  
Moral of the story, move the worms and pray that you don’t see a snake. 
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Match Play Update  

Thank you to all who participated in the match play event this year. We appreciate 
your participation, and congratulations to our winners!   

The winners for the flights are as follows: 
 

First Flight:  
 First Place: Bethany Wells  
 Second Place: Kathy Colley  
 Third Place: Susan Daniels   

Second Flight: 
 First Place: Annie Martin  
 Second Place: Mona Wolfswinkel  
 Third Place: Karen Schramm  

Third Flight:  
 First Place: Mary Archuleta  
 Second Place: Laura Watt  
 Third Place: Barbara Lumley  

 
 
SAGA/SAWGA Mixer 

Twice each year the Men’s Association (aka Santa Ana Golf Association . . . “SAGA”) 
and the Ladie’s Association (aka Santa Ana Women’s Golf Association . . . “SAWGA”) have a 
mixer and play together. It is a day to celebrate all of us! The next one is coming up on 
Saturday, October 10th with an 8:00am shotgun start. The format is a blind draw 4-person 
team. And, in some people’s opinion it is the most fun day of the year! 
  

If you would like to play this year, please email these four people and let them know 
you are “in” and you will be playing from the gold tees. The cost is $25 per person, due on 
day of the mixer. 
           
Skip - skiphaines@comcast.net 
Mark - vitalemp555@gmail.com 
Paul - paulhatin@yanoo.com 
Grace - cumminsgra@aol.com 
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Ask Betty Birdie 
Dear Betty Birdie, 

I just retired and I can’t spend one more day watching NCIS reruns with my hubby. 
I’m bored and my ankles are starting to swell. I need to play more golf. I need to be involved. 
HELP!!! 

 
Sincerely, 
What Am I Going To Do 
 
Dear Do, 

Please see your doctor about those swollen ankles. I love your question. We have a 
place for you! SAWGA is a large organization that needs volunteers, Committee Members, 
Board Members and anyone who wants to help. 

A short history---SAWGA was formed with the purpose of hosting a Saturday 
tournament once a month. Most of the members were still working so it made sense. A few 
years ago, a weekday tournament was added. Recently a member suggested that we add a 
“signature event” to our schedule and the Committee is intrigued by this and is definitely 
considering it. This could entail players from all over the State and would be a large 
undertaking requiring many volunteers. 

Over the years, many golfing opportunities have been added by ladies who have 
wanted to play, or saw a need, and thus took the bull by the horns. 
Thus, we have: 
A Tuesday group, a Thursday Group, a Fri, Sat, Sun Group, and a Thursday Twin group. 
Marilyn Burrows started T&T because she wanted to play with beginners. 
The Tanoan mixer started with Marlene Uribe calling Kathy Colley. 
The Paradise Hills mixer started with Grace calling Jane Childs. 
Kathy Morrow started the Sagebrush Cup. 

The Tournament Committee wants and needs to train people. That is a good place to 
start, as they are currently working on restructuring the Tournament Committee. We have 
166 members. There are others out there who want to play with you. Reach out, get to know 
them, start a group. That group will get bigger and bigger. Let us know your ideas.  
 
Your ankles will thank you. And don’t worry—NCIS always gets the bad guy. 
 
-Betty Birdie 
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19th Hole   
 The Rules We Live By column will explain a rule every month. If you wish to see a 

certain rule discussed, email it to us! Please know that we are not using official 
USGA language in our explanations.   

 
 Need Betty’s advice? Submit questions to LadySAWGA@gmail.com  

 
 Upcoming events for September 

o Wednesday 9/9: Lady Niners 
o Wednesday 9/16: Lady Niners  
o Saturday 9/19: Sixes 
o Wednesday 9/23: 2-Person Best Ball 
o Tuesday 9/29: Mixer – Paradise Hills (Held at Santa Ana) 

 Don’t forget to like our Facebook page! 
 
Happy golfing!  
-SAWGA Board 


