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Let’s start with a shout out to Susan Daniels. She is our third hole-in-one getter of
the year. Again, we all thank you for not doing it during a tournament! This is like Powerball-
--if I didn’t win, I hope no one else did. Keep the pot going!!!

Last month I encouraged everyone to download the USGA Rules of Golf App. Several
ladies approached me and said they had done so. That warms my heart. Some said they keep
answering the quizzes incorrectly but that is totally Ok. That's how we learn. I take quizzes
with friends who have been playing for 40 years, and we have good arguments all the time.
Followed by “I never knew that” or “right again” or “screw you girls, I'm going home”.

[ would also like to take a moment to thank the Santa Ana Men’s Club for a wonderful
Shamble tournament. Paul, Mark and Skip did their normal great job. We had 156 players
which included 46 women. Both were a record! With those numbers we were able to play a
shotgun start. It was a tad nippy at 7:30am but we survived. It was also great to see so many
men and women hanging out on the patio for hours and just enjoying the day. Kudos to all of
you for remembering to pay on the day of the tournament. Including two who overpaid! It
was great not having to chase anyone down.

Make sure you check out the SAWGA schedules. We have things going on all the time!!!

-Grace
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Help Us Help You: The Power of the Total Score

We all want to get to the 19th hole as quickly as possible, and we know you're eager
to see the leaderboard. To help us crown the winners faster, we have one small request for
your next round: please total your scorecards before turning them in.

Here is why those extra few seconds of math make a huge difference:

% Accuracy Check: When our tournament chairs enter your scores into Golf
Genius, having a total allows for an instant “double-check” If our entry
doesn’t match your total, we know immediately to pause and fix it.

% Speeding Up the Reveal: If the chairs have to act as human calculators for
every card before entry, it creates a massive bottleneck. When cards are pre-
totaled, we can fly through the data entry.

% Math Isn’t Our Love Language: To be honest, your tournament chairs joined
the committee for the love of golf, not arithmetic!

The faster we can accurately enter the cards, the faster the final results go live.
Thanks for helping us keep the tournament running smoothly.

Community Corner: Sign up for Match Play!

Format: This is a flighted, handicapped match play event with a Championship
Bracket and a Consolation Bracket for each flight. The first-round losers will automatically
be moved to the Consolation Bracket. SAWGA Members with an active GHIN are eligible to
participate. Each flight will consist of up to eight (8) opponents. If the total number of
entrants is not divisible by 8 the odd entries (based on the last one(s) received) will have
their fees returned and will not be eligible to play. However, the Tournament Committee
reserves the right to also include a bye where appropriate.

Important Dates:

% April 20, 2026 - Invitation to enter Match Play Event emailed to SAWGA
Members

% May 11, 2026 - Deadline to enter at 12:00 PM (Noon)

% May 18, 2026 - Brackets, opponent contact information and Rules Sheet
emailed to players. Flights and brackets are also posted in Pro Shop.

June 1, 2026 - September 30, 2026 - Each round will have a maximum of 30 days to
be completed based on the following schedule. This schedule applies to both the
Championship Bracket and the Consolation Bracket:

% First round matches completed by June 30, 2026
% Second round matches completed by July 31, 2026
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% Final matches completed by August 31, 2026
Deadline to Enter: Monday, May 11, 2026 by 12:00 PM (Noon)
Entry Fee: $30 /person. Players responsible for their green fees.

If you need any help with the rules of match play, please refer to the rules sheet that was
issued with the “2026 Match play” email that Kathleen sent out.

Rules We Live By: Local Rules

Let’s begin with a couple clarifications of rules. Someone said that they had been told
that free relief is allowed on the dirt path on the right side of Star 9. Please note that our
local rules specifically state that we consider that a service road, not a cart path, and
free relief is NOT given. If you wish to take relief, it is a one stroke penalty. It was also stated
that free relief is given if your ball is in a footprint in a bunker. We do not allow this unless
the Tournament Committee has made that determination for a particular tournament. If so,
it would be on the rules sheet for that tournament.

Now let’s talk about marking your ball. First, you need to know that the USGA does
not specify what a marker is. You may use a manufactured golf marker, a coin, a tee, a divot
tool, a putter head, a goose turd or whatever suits you. The important thing to remember is
that you may not pick up your ball without marking it and you may not pick up your marker
without putting a ball down in its place.

The exception to that second part is if someone asks you to move your mark on the
green. In that case you would use your putter by placing one end by your mark, then
transferring your mark to the other end. It is a good idea to turn your marker on its backside
or upside down as a reminder that you have moved your mark. If you don’t move your marker
back to its original position and putt from the moved location, this results in a two-stroke
penalty. For consistency when moving your mark, align your putter head with a fixed object
(a sprinkler head, a tree) and move your mark. This will ensure that you are replacing your
mark in the exact spot it was moved from. When moving your mark back to its original
position, line up your putter head with the immovable object, pick up your mark and place it
back to the original position.

If someone else has marked your ball on the green (permissible) and wants their mark
back, DO NOT just replace it with your mark. You must put your ball down, pick up the first
maker, put the second marker down and then pick up your ball. We are discussing lift, clean
and place in Betty Birdie this month. That is a great example of how you must mark your ball
before you do this.

Remember to repair any divots you see in the green, even if you didn’t make them,
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Ask Betty Birdie

Dear Betty Birdie,

[ was playing in a tournament last week and the rules sheet said we were playing
“Preferred lies in the fairway”. When I asked my foursome what that meant, I got answers
like “we can bump the ball” and “we can roll the ball”. The fourth person said, “I'm going
home’. Please give me an answer so that I can understand.

Sincerely,
Roller Ball Queen

Dear Roller Ball,

Wow, [ would have hitched a ride home with your fourth! Let’s take care of the bump
and roll first. NEITHER is allowed in a tournament. If you are playing casually and no
one cares, you might take your club and nudge, bump or roll your ball to get a better lie.
Not golf kosher but done a lot when courses are in bad shape. I believe the city Women’s
leagues allow it all year round. The problem with that is you get used to it and then do it
automatically in a tournament somewhere else and you get penalized. It is the same problem
with gimme putts. But I digress.

Preferred lies let you mark your ball (very important), pick it up, clean it and then
place it in a better spot. Usually, you are told the distance you can use---club length,
scorecard length, six inches. Be sure to read the particulars. I've seen lift, clean and replace
in the same spot. I've seen lift, clean and drop. In the fairway means in the fairway you are
playing, not the adjacent one you shanked your ball into. I hope this helped you RBQ. My
wish for everyone is a good lie always. But we all also need to learn to hit from the bad ones.

-Betty Birdie

19th Hole

% The Rules We Live by Column will explain a rule every month. If you wish to see a
certain rule discussed, email it to us! Please know that we are not using official
USGA language in our explanations.

% Need Betty’s advice? Submit questions to LadySAWGA@gmail.com

% Upcoming events for May
o Wednesday 5/6: Member /Guest
o Saturday 5/16: ABCD Las Vegas Scramble
o Wednesday 5/20: Lady Niners

Happy golfing!
-SAWGA Board



