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The President’s Page 
THE PRESIDENT IS MISSING! 

I wonder if anyone has noticed? I am living vicariously through SAWGA emails as I 

am enjoying my Michigan summer with family, sun, water and a few mosquitos. If you think 

the bunkers at Santa Ana are bad, try hitting out of lake sand bunkers here. See you in 

September. 

 

-Grace 
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Member Spotlight! 
To highlight the best part of SAWGA, we will now be doing a member spotlight each 

month where we will be randomly interviewing our members! Keep an eye out for an email 
with a handful of questions. This month’s member is Karen Blatt!  

Karen has been golfing for 10-12 years. Her husband tried for many years to get her 
into the game before it finally stuck!  He also was the one to get her to join SAWGA in 2020 
right before the world shut down. Lucky for us, a pandemic didn’t stop her! Karen doesn’t 
have a favorite course, but she really loves Santa Ana. She also enjoys playing new courses 
when her and her husband are traveling.   

I asked her what her favorite club in the bag is right now, and at the moment her 
driver has been a good friend, but we all know that can change on a dime. When asked about 
her favorite golf memory, she couldn’t pick just one. She said, “I really can’t think of just one 
memory because every time I play, I make new friends and new memories, just some of those 
memories you’d rather forget.”   

My favorite question that I asked her was “what is your favorite part of golf? Her 
response: “My favorite part of golf is trying to have a perfect game which of course can’t be 
done, but it sure keeps you coming back.  I also love knowing that golf helps keep me young 
and that it’s a sport that I can keep playing forever and ever.”  

We are so happy that Karen is a part of SAWGA, and we can’t wait to highlight the rest 
of our members. You all are what makes this association so great! Don’t forget that the 
member guest is later this month, so grab your sister, cousin, aunt, or best gal pal and show 
her why we love this association!  
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Rules We Live By 
I’m feeling a bit wacky this month. It might have something to do with the fact that you 

are all golfing in 100-degree weather, and I still have my heat on in Michigan. So, to “own” 

my wackiness, I thought I would share some truly bizarre rules with you. I hope you can 

enjoy them but never have to use them. 

1. If your provisional ball hits your “maybe lost” ball, what happens? After you say, 

“how the hell did that happen”, you need to place your first ball back where it was. 

How you know where that was is a good question! If you knew that, you would not 

have hit the provisional. 

2. The grounds crew marked with white lines an area Ground Under Repair. It has a 

tree in the GUR. Your ball comes to rest against a root from that tree. However, that 

root portion is outside of the GUR. Do you get free relief? Sorry—NO. 

3. You come across a snake next to your ball? May you remove the snake? It depends. 

If the snake is dead, you may remove it because it is a loose impediment. If it is alive, 

you may scream but you may not remove it because it is an outside agency. 

4. If you hit your ball up against a cactus, do you get free relief from a very pokey 

situation? No, but you are allowed to wrap a towel around your arm or leg to 

protect yourself. You may not wrap the cactus with a towel. 

 

  

Member Guest Reminder:   
Mark your calendars for our Member-Guest Golf Tournament on Saturday, July 

25th! This is always a fun day of golf, friendly competition, and great company. 

We encourage everyone to invite a guest to join you for the tournament. It's a wonderful 

opportunity to introduce a friend, family member, or colleague to our course and club. If 

you don't have a guest available, you're welcome to team up with another SAWGA member. 

Following your round is a fun little putting competition and lunch on the patio. Don't miss 

out on one of the highlights of the golf season. Signups open on July 4th. Grab your partner 

and get ready for a great day on the course! 
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Match Play Update:  
The first round of match play is complete! The 2nd matches are to be completed by 

July 31, 2026, with the last matches to be completed by August 31, 2026. Please remember 
to text or call Kathleen at 505-903-0393 with results, so Golf Genius can be updated.  

Thank you to all who are participating, and good luck in your next match! The 
standings are as follows:  
 
 
 

Flight 1 – Semifinals 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flight 1 – Consolation 
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Flight 2 – Semifinals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flight 2 – Consolation  
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Flight 3 – Semifinals  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flight 3 – Consolation  
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Ask Betty Birdie 
Dear Betty Birdie, 

A while back I was having myself a day. I had to get my roots done, then my toenails 
needed trimming, then I had to figure out why my account was overdrawn, and finally I was 
able to watch reruns of Andy Griffin (Barney is my fav.) 
Long story short, I missed the deadline for a tournament I really wanted to play in. I asked 
for a special exemption to allow me to play. I was denied. What’s the big deal? Can’t I Just 
get written in? It must be a simple thing to do. Come on man!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Late In Life 
 
 
Dear Late, 
 

I remember when life was easier and certainly less complicated. We wrote checks, 
we shopped at the mall, a cashier rang up our groceries, we set up tournaments by hand. 
We can yearn for the return of those days, but it ain’t gonna happen. 
 

Please understand that setting up a tournament in Golf Genius for a group as large 
as Santa Ana is an undertaking (and far above my pay scale). Notice of the tournament must 
be created and sent, formats decided, competitors entered, money collected, rules 
published, handicaps updated, flights determined, info given to the pro shop, scorecards 
made and a bunch of other things I can’t come up with. And of course, our Tournament 
Committee members have a life and often need to get everything set up before they go out 
of town or plan a family party. That is why there is a deadline. It assures that everything is 
done correctly and on time. They don’t and can’t wait until the last minute to set up the 
tournament. Adding another person after all is set up in the system means they must re-do 
everything. We should not expect that from them. 
 

So, it is not simple, it is a big deal. Put the deadline on your fridge in huge letters 
and get your entry in. Come on man!!! 
 
 
-Betty Birdie 
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19th Hole   
 The Rules We Live by Column will explain a rule every month. If you wish to see a 

certain rule discussed, email it to us! Please know that we are not using official 
USGA language in our explanations.   

 
 Need Betty’s advice? Submit questions to LadySAWGA@gmail.com  

 
 Upcoming events for July 

o Wednesday 7/1: Lady Niners 
o Wednesday 7/8: Sixes  
o Wednesday 7/15: Lady Niners 
o Saturday 7/25: Member Guest  

 Don’t forget to like our Facebook page! 
 
Happy golfing!  
-SAWGA Board 


