
SANTA ANA WOMEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION
LOCAL/TOURNAMENT RULES (revised 2024)

Play will be from the Forward (Gold) Tees on all courses.  If the tee markers are not in their “usual”
posi on, you must play from where they are located. Exchange score cards within your group.

All USGA Rules apply.  Please note the following:

Out of Bounds is defined by White Stakes (Rule 18)

Penalty Areas are marked with red stakes.  Refer to USGA Rule 17 for relief op ons.

Bunkers NO relief is granted if your ball comes in rest in a footprint or unraked area of the bunker.
You may remove natural objects (leaves, stones, etc.), but if your ball moves as a result of your
ac on, you are assessed a one stroke penalty. If your ball comes to rest against a rake in the
bunker, you may move the rake.  If your ball moves as a result, you must replace it with no penalty.

Pace of Play It is impera ve that you keep up with the group in front of you. If you cannot see
them, you are out of posi on and must make every effort to speed up play. Your group may be
penalized if it is determined that you are behind pace.

Please turn in your signed and a ested score cards to the SAWGA representa ve on the pa o. If
there is a dispute, DO NOT sign your card un l the issue has been resolved by the Head Pro or his
representa ve. Please turn your card in before taking your clubs to your car.

DO NOT POST YOUR SCORE – THE TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE WILL POST SCORES FOR YOU

Thank you for playing and suppor ng SAWGA.  Play well and have fun!

SAWGA LOCAL RULES 2024

The SAWGA Board has established a limited number of Local Rules that will be in effect for all
SAWGA Tournaments. Please know that the following Local Rules only apply to SAWGA
Tournaments. Be mindful that other venues may have different Local Rules.

E-3 Preferred Lies
“Li , Clean and Place” will be in effect ONLY at the discre on of the Tournament
Commi ee for a par cular tournament. This op on is available only in the fairway. You
may mark your ball, li  it, clean it, and place it within one club length of your mark no
closer to the hole.

E-4 Relief from Aera on Holes
Relief from aera on holes is only available in the fairway or on the pu ng green. You may
mark your ball, clean it, and drop it in the fairway (as near your mark as possible) or place
it on the green (as near your mark as possible). If your ball comes to rest in another
aera on hole in the fairway, repeat the process. Note:  you cannot repair aera on holes
on the green.



E-5 Ball Lost or Out-of-Bounds
On any struck ball that you think is lost or out-of-bounds (OB), you are allowed to
look for it. If not found, or found OB, you may play your next shot directly across from the
loca on you deem your ball was lost or OB by measuring two club lengths from the edge
of the fairway no closer to the hole. This op on requires you to take a two-stroke penalty.
If you had chosen to hit a “provisional ball” from the spot of your original shot, then E-5
is no longer an op on. E-5 is also not an op on if your ball is in a penalty area.

F-5 Immovable Obstruc ons – Sprinkler Head Near the Green
You may have free relief from a sprinkler head near the green if you wish to pu  rather
than chip your ball. The following condi ons must all apply.

1. The sprinkler head must be in your line of play.
2. The sprinkler head must be within two club lengths of the pu ng surface.
3. Your ball must be within two club lengths of the sprinkler head.

You take relief by finding the nearest point of relief from the sprinkler head, and then drop
the ball within one club length of that point no closer to the hole. You may not remove
sand and loose soil from your line of play on the fringe. You may clean sand and loose soil
from the green.

G-8 Prohibi ng or Restric ng Use of Audio Devices
Use of audio devices is prohibited if any member of the player’s group objects to it.
Golf-related audio devices are not allowed.

Unmarked Ground under Repair (GUR)
Santa Ana Golf Club has implemented a “no mark” policy for the golf course. Therefore, a
local GUR rule is in effect for SAWGA events. The GUR Local Rule only pertains to areas in
the fairway. If you believe your ball has come to rest in an area of the fairway that is GUR,
you may ask your playing partners for relief. If all players do not agree, or your playing
partners do not grant relief, but you are sure you should get relief, then proceed as follows:

- Take a picture of the situa on.
- Play two balls.
- Report to the Tournament Commi ee once you have completed the round.

The Commi ee and/or a Club Professional shall make a ruling.

Note: The GUR rule is not in effect on a marked course.


